
Model UN Rules of Procedure 

 

Important Points to Remember:​

​

A few aspects that delegates should keep in mind while preparing: ​

​

1. Procedure: The purpose of putting procedural rules in any committee is to ensure 

a more organized and efficient debate. The committee will follow the UNA-USA 

Rules of Procedure  

​

 2. Foreign Policy:  Following the foreign policy of one’s country is the most 

important aspect of a Model UN Conference. This is what essentially differentiates a 

Model UN from other debating formats. Most of the time, foreign policy is not 

explicitly stated. It must be inferred from the actions and statements issued by the 

country. ​Pro tip: start reading the meeting records from previous meetings of UNSC 

(or any other UN body where your country might have spoken on the issue). If such 

records are unavailable, look for statements from your country’s Foreign Ministry.  

​

3. Role of the Executive Board:  The Executive Board is appointed to facilitate 

debate. The committee shall decide the direction and flow of the debate. The 

delegates are the ones who constitute the committee and hence must be 

uninhibited while presenting their opinions/stances on any issue. However, the 

Executive Board may put forward questions or ask for clarifications at all points in 

time to further debate and test participants. ​

​

4. Nature of Source/Evidence:  This Background Guide is meant solely for research 

purposes and must not be cited as evidence to substantiate statements made 

during the conference. Evidence or proof for substantiating statements made 

during formal debate is acceptable from the following sources:  



 

 a. United Nations: Documents and findings by the United Nations or any related                      

UN body are held as credible proof to support a claim or argument. Multilateral 

Organizations: Documents from international organizations like OIC, NATO, SAARC, 

BRICS, EU, ASEAN, the International Court of Justice, etc. may also be presented 

as credible sources of information.  

​

b. Government Reports: These reports can be used in a similar way as the State 

Operated News Agencies reports and can, in all circumstances, be denied by 

another country.  

​

c. News Sources:  

 

1. Reuters: Any Reuters article that makes mention of the fact or is in contradiction 

of the fact being stated by a delegate in the council. 

​

2. State-operated News Agencies: These reports can be used in support of or 

against the State that owns the News Agency. These reports, if credible or 

substantial enough, can be used in support of or against any country as such but in 

that situation, may be denied by any other country in the council. Some examples 

are – RIA Novosti (Russian Federation), Xinhua News Agency (People’s Republic of 

China), Prasar Bharati ( Republic of India), etc.​

​

***Please Note: Reports from NGOs working with UNESCO, UNICEF, and other UN 

bodies will be accepted. Under no circumstances will sources like Wikipedia, or 

newspapers like the Guardian, Times of India, etc, be accepted. However, 

notwithstanding the criteria for acceptance of sources and evidence, delegates are 

still free to quote/cite from any source as they deem fit as a part of their 

statements. 



 

Hierarchy of Evidence 

 

Evidence can be presented from a wide variety of sources but not all sources are 

treated as equal. Here’s the hierarchy in which evidence is categorized:  

Tier 1: Includes any publication, statement, resolution, or document released by any 

of the Nations’ official organs or committees; any publication, statement, or 

document released by a UN member state in its own capacity. The evidence falling 

in this tier is considered most reliable during the simulation.  

Tier 2: Includes: any news article published by any official media source that is 

owned and controlled by a UN member state. E.g.: Xinhua News (China), Times of 

India (India), BBC (United Kingdom) etcetera. The evidence falling in this tier is 

considered sufficiently reliable in case no other evidence from any Tier 1 source is 

available on that particular fact, event, or situation. 

Tier 3: Includes: any publication from news sources of international repute such as 

Reuters, The New York Times, Agence-France Presse, etcetera. The evidence falling 

under this tier is considered the least reliable for the purposes of this simulation. 

Yet, if no better source is available in a certain scenario, it may be considered. 

 

 

MUN Rules Of Procedure (ROP) 

1. Roll Call 

●​ The Chair calls on each country to declare if they are "Present" or 

"Present and Voting." It refers to the voting procedure on the Draft 

Resolution, where a delegate can vote “Yes”, “No”, or opt to “Abstain”.  

●​ If "Present and Voting," the delegate cannot abstain from voting. If the 

delegate chooses to respond with “Present”, they may answer with 

“Present and Voting” on subsequent days, but this is not permissible for 



“Present and Voting” as this reply must be used consistently from that 

point forth.  

2. Setting the Agenda 

●​ Delegates motion to set the agenda, followed by a formal debate on 

which topic to discuss first. This motion requires a simple majority to 

pass. 

3. Speakers' List 

●​ After passing a motion to enter formal debate, delegates are placed on 

a speakers' list to make formal speeches. Time limits are set, and the 

Chair calls on delegates to speak in order. 

●​ A delegate must raise their placard if they wish to add their name to 

this list. They can be on this list only once on any occasion.  

4. Points 

●​ Point of Order: To correct a procedural error by the Chair. 

●​ Point of Personal Privilege: For personal discomfort (e.g., if the room is 

too cold, or if a fellow delegate cannot be heard). 

●​ Point of Inquiry: To ask questions about discussion or statements in 

committee. 

●​ Point of Parliamentary Inquiry: To ask questions with regard to the 

Rules of Procedure.  

5. Motions 

●​ Motion to Suspend the Meeting: To break for caucuses or adjourn the 

session. 

●​ Motion to Close Debate: Ends the discussion on a topic and moves to 

voting. Requires a two-thirds majority. 



●​ Motion to Table the Topic: Postpones debate on a topic. Requires a 

majority vote. 

6. Yields 

-​ Yield to the Executive Board: A delegate yields their remaining time 
from their speech to the Executive Board. It is  to be used as they see fit.  
 

-​ Yield to Another Delegate: A delegate yields their remaining time for 
another delegate to speak. (This delegate’s permission must be sought 
beforehand) 
  

-​ Yield to Points of Information: A delegate yields their remaining time 
to Points of Information to the committee 
 

-​ Yield to Comments: A delegate yields their remaining time to 
comments from the committee. 

7. Caucuses 

●​ Moderated Caucus: The Chair controls the speaking order with shorter, 

focused speeches. The topic selected is a narrowed version of the 

agenda, chosen by the delegate who proposed the moderated caucus.  

●​ Unmoderated Caucus: Informal discussion among delegates not under 

the moderation of the Executive Board. 

8. Draft Resolutions and Amendments 

●​ Delegates collaborate to create draft resolutions, which are formal 

solutions to the discussed issue. 

●​ Friendly Amendments: Accepted by all sponsors without a vote. 

●​ Unfriendly Amendments: Need to be voted on to be added. 

 

 



9. Voting 

●​ Procedural Votes: Includes motions and amendments; all members 

must vote. 

●​ Substantive Votes: For resolutions and unfriendly amendments; only 

"Present and Voting" delegates may vote, and abstentions are allowed. 
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